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5 JAMES HALFHIDE, Esquirz, Carrarx, 
AND THE OTHER 
MEMBERS 
8 | or TH? b 
| MERTON CORPS OF VOLUNTEER INFANTRY. 
| AND TO | To 
THE INHABITANTS 
PARISH OF MERTON, 
1 whale Mus Lege l h Nigel, 
THIS SERMON | 
© Is reſpeAfully inſcribed, 
By their much obliged, 
| And faithful Servant, | 
- JAMES OLIVE. 
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SERMON, &c. 


PSALM XViii. 2. 


THE LORD IS MY ROCK, AND MY FOR» 
| TRESS, AND MY DELIVERER : MY GOD, 
MY STRENGTH, IN WHOM 1 WILL TRUST. , 


gc H was the devout exclamation of David, 
upon. his deliverance from the hands of his 
enemies, and acceſſion to the throne of Iſrael. 
| In the hour of ſecurity and triumph, this 
perſecuted. hero forgot not to whom he was 
indebted for his ſituation. He turned aſide 
from the ſcene of grandeur which awaited 
him. He ſuppreſſed every emotion of vanity · 
or of pride in which the celebrity of his cha- 
racter and his recent honours might tempt 
him to indulge z and, in a ſong no leſs re- 
markable for the ſtrain of gratitude by which 
'B | * 


a 1 
it is animated, than 8 the Cublimity of it%, | 


ſentiments, he aſcribed all his proſperity to 
the protection and afliſtance of God. 


Though the particular circumſtances which 
attended the elevation of David, and the dired 
and conſpicuous proofs of a Divine Interpo. 
py” tion with which the Jews were, in thoſe 
days. occaſionally favoured, rendered, it muſt 
be confeſſed, this acknowled gement peculiarly 
indiſpenſible, as well as emphatic, in the | 
perſon of the Royal Pfalmiſt the truth 
which it implies may be extended to men 
and nations in every age. The Providence 
of God, which regulates and controuls the 
events of life, and to which we are in- 
debted, in a world of danger and misfor. 
tune, for all our ſecurity and all our hap- 
3 pineſs, is one of the firſt principles of morals 
that an enlightened mind adopts, and is an 
impreſſion that the heart almoſt inſtinctivch 
entertains.— This ſentiment, which, in the 


ordinary courſe of human affairs, every good 


(39 
and reflecting man applies, in a peculiar 
manner, and in a more intimate degree, to 
binſelf, will obviouſly hold, in equal force, 
with regard to the community in which he 
lives :—and there have been otcaſions, in the 
hiſtory of the world, upon which all conſi- 
derations of this nature, as they reſpect indi- 
viduals, have given place, for a time, to the 
contemplation of thoſe ſtupendous proofs of 
Divine power and goodneſs , which have been 
diſplayed in the fortunes and fate of nations. 
—Impreſſed 1 with this convidtion, and looking | 
to the ſituation of this country at the preſent 
day, permit me to direct your thoughts to 
the declaration of the Pſalmiſt, as a declara- 


= tion which, in your national capacity, vou 
may adopt with ſingular propriety and truth— 
« The Lord i is our rock, our fortreſs, and 
0 our deliverer: our God, and our ſtren gth, 
« in whom we will truſt. af 
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To. form a proper eſtimate of national 
proſperity, it is neceſſary to conſider the cir- 


ahi; 38 cumſtances 


(4) 


cumſtances under which it is attained or pre. | 


ſerved. In this view, the ſituation of the 
country in which we live, though it appears 
in every. age, to have been favoured, in 3 
remarkable degree, with the Divine Protection 
may be regarded, at the preſent period, a5 2 
ſignal monu ment of the Providence of God. 
The principles, upon Which, in ſubmiſſion to 


that Providence, civilized nations had previ. 


ouſly depended for their ſecurity and exiſt. 


ence have been | radically diſturbed, and 1 
conflict has ariſen from their violation, of | 
8 which Europe has lon g felt, and will, it may 
be apprehended, long continue to feel, the | 
effects. By theſe evils, the ſtate of almoſt | 
every country in this quarter of the globe 
bas, in various ways, and in different de. 
; grees, been affected. Among g one people— 
the firmeſt ties by which men can be united 
do each other, and to the eſtabliſhed ordinances 
of their land have been diſſolved, and a ſtate 
8 of national degradation and miſery has re- 
1 ulted from their diſſolution, to which the 


annals 


[I I 


annals of mankind afford no parallel. : Among | 


another, the purſuits of peace and innocence 
have, by the hard lot which the violators of 
them impoſed, been abandoned for the proſe- 
cution of a Juſt, but uſeleſs, defence. Among 
a third, the apprchenſions excited by a new 
and fallacious ſyſtem of Liberty, have had 

the unhappy effect of aggravating the tyranny 

to which they were previouſly ſubjected ;— 

and, among moſt of them, we behold A com. 
plication of misfortunes, and an uncertainty of 4 
fate, of which human conjecture can neither 
foreſee the termination, nor fix the reſult. a 


Such is the picture which the ſtate of Eu- 0 
rope, at the preſent day, holds out to our 
contemplation. If however, in this general 
ſurvey of the events which are paſling in it's 
different communities, we look more particu- | 
1 laly to the ſituation of our own, we muſt 
acknowledge, with unſpeakable ſatisfaction, 

that the deſcription does not apply indiſcri- 
minately to 1 ;—and whilſt we behold and 


33 8 


E 
lament the calamities with which our brethren 
of mankind are afflicted, we ſhall feel, and be 
thankful for, the peculiar and unhoped for 
bleſſings of this favoured land. We ſnall! 
recollect that, with God for it's Rock, it 
Fortreſs, and it's Deliverer,” It has been ena. 
bled, for a ſeries of years, to withſtand all 
the attacks of it's enemies; and that, at a | 
period when the political and civil fabrics of 
ſurrounding g ſtates are ſhaken to their centre, 
it ſtands, if we have the virtue to ſupport i it 
upon the firmeſt foundation of ſecurity, gran 
. and happineſs, 


Indulging however, as it is our duty to 
indulge, in thoſe ſentiments of pious grati- g 
tude which the contemplation of our national 
proſperi ity ſo juſtly demands, we have, at 
the ſame ; time, the gratification to reflect 
that, as far as any human efforts can chal- 
lenge praiſe, that proſperity has not been be. 
ſtowed upon an undeſerving people. When 
we conſider indeed with all the impartiality. | 


ew. 


e 
that the ſubject will admit, the part winch 
' this country has ſuſtained during the long, 
arduous, and important conteſt in which it 
has been engaged, it is impoſſible to withhold 
from it the moſt perfect tribute of our eſteem 
and admiration. Divided, as, in a remarka- 
ble degree, it has ever been divided, within 
itſelf, by the ſpirit and opinion of party, and, 
with the certain proſpect, ſhould it unite 
zoainſt the common enemy, of numerous 
and fore diſtreſſes,—it ſaw and underſtood, 
the alternative to which it was reduced. It 
facrificed every ſubordinate conſideration of 
partial and temporary evil, for the preſerva- 
| tion of that ſum of good, whoſe exiſtence 
was at ſtake. Inſpired by a ſuperior love, 
and actuated by the deepeſt ſolicitude, for it's 
Laws, it's Religion, and it's Social Order; i 
it devoted all it's jealouſies, and many of it's 
comforts, at the altar of Public Safety. With 
a cheerfulneſs, a ſpirit, and a promptitude, 
of which it ſeems to have furniſhed a ſolitary, 
example, it determined to reſiſt the foe, from, 
84 whatever 


C-# 9 
whatever quarter, in whatever form, with 


whatever circumſtances of danger, he might 


"IO 5 


In the proſecution of this honourable pu- 
mY virtues have been diſplayed which will 
confer the moſt laſting honour upon the Bri. 
tiſh nation. Among theſe, it would be in. 
juſtice, upon the preſent occaſion, o reflect 
upon one proof it has exhibited, of propriety | 
of ſentiment and firmneſs of conduct, with- 1 
out peculiar expreſſions of gratitude and re- 
ſpect. Not contented with a cheerf ul ſub. 
: miſſion to thoſe ſacrifices of property which 
the neceſſity of the times impoſed and with 
a more liberal contribution than the circum- 
ſtances, undoubtedly, of many of it's promoters 4 
would caſily admit, to the exigencies of tbe 
ſtate the great body of all that is reſpectable 
in the land has perſonally ſtept forward in 
it's ſervice. Strangers to the profeſſion of 
arms, and engaged, for the moſt part, in far | 
other purſuits of labour and importance, they 
05 have 


[#7 
have devoted their time, their attention, 
and, eventually, their lives to the ſafety bo f 
and welfare of their country. Their con- 
duct, it may be added, upon all occaſions 
on which their exertions have been re- 
quired, has been conſiſtent with the prin- 
ciples which led them to unite. Expoſed 
to foreign invaſion, or menaced with internal 1 
convulſions, England has alike found in them | : 0 
her protectors and preſervers. By the bleſs- l 
ing of Providence, their importance, in the = 
former view, has rarely been atteſted. From Mi 
the reſult, however, of every attack that has | 
3 yet been made upon us from abroad, we have 
no reaſon to apprehend the conſequences of 
any which may be made in future. Our in- 
vaders have, in a memorable inſtance, been 
convinced that, whatever expectations they 
might have formed from the inſidious re- 
ports of a traiterous ſpirit pervading the 
people who were to be oppoſed to them—a 5 
—_ like this is * of an impreg- 
nable 


© 3 
nable ny" in the virtue and ſpirit of it's 
inhabitants, 


| It were to be wiſhed that this had been the 
only theatre upon which the military cha. 
racter of our countrymen had found occaſion 
for it's diſplay. But the calamities of war, 
which are, at all times, ſevere, have, in the 
preſent conteſt, been aggravated by the danger 
of domeſtic inſurr ection. A miſguided ſpirit 
| of liberty, kindled by thoſe exceſles of which 
a neighbouring country has ſet the example 
and inflamed by the arts of ambitious and 
deſigning men in that and i in our own, had, 
at one period, infected to a very confiderable | 
extent, the uſeful and laborious orders of the 
- Britiſh community. Diſqualified, by their 
ſituation, for deciding on queſtions of ſo hin 
importance ,—ignorant,, as they neceſſarily : 
' muſt be, of their true welfare—prompted by 
| motives of which they knew not diſtinctly 
5 the nature and with no other rule of conduct 


than 


Gn) 
than the guidance of very criminal paſſions 
they threatened to rebel a gainſt the power 
which had protected, preſerved, and ſupported 
them. In this awful criſis of their country * 

fate, the more faithful and reſpectable part 
of the nation knew and felt what was their 
duty,—and it is to their interpoſition, on this 
emergency as on the other, co-operating with 
the civil power, and offered at fo early a pe- 

riod as to prevent extremities, that we are. 
under Divine Providence, unqueſtionably in- 
debted for our preſervation, 


6 what has hidins been faid, we have 
had occaſion to applaud the patriotic ſpirit 
which, during a moſt important period, has 
| diſplayed itſelf among our countrymen, and 
to congratulate ourſelves upon the ſucceſs 
with which their exertions have been at- 
tended. Our Laws, our Religion, and our 
Social Order, which conſtitute our chief 5 
bleſſin gs, and are the natural foundation of 


all 


( 12 * 


all others, have, by theſe exertions, been pre- 


ſerved, as we have ſeen, from the moſt im. 
minent danger ;—and, whatever attacks may 
be made upon them in future, we have no 
reaſon to doubt of their continuance, as long 
as the love of virtue and a ſenſe of religion 
0 ſhall dwell i in the hearts of our countrymen, | 
5 It is to be lamented that the ſituation of things 
8 for ſome years paſt has been | uch, that their 
ſecurity was to be purchaſed only by the ſa- 
crifice of a bleſſing of which every people 
: muſt feel the deprivation. | It would be blind | 
neſs not to perceive, and inhumanity not to = 
4 compaſlionate, the diſtreſſes which the pre- = 
| ſent long and ſevere war has brought upon | 
this country. It has impoſed hardſhips upon 
ſome orders of the community, and occa- 
ſioned afflictions to fannilies, of which every 
good man anxiouſly ſighs for the termination. 
In this, then, as in every ſimilar ſituation of 
life, it is the part of wiſdom and of duty, 
no under the preſſure of misfortune, to ſeek for 
9 motives 


(8) 

motives of patience and reſignation. In the 
caſe before us, they will be found, I am per- 
ſuaded, equally obvious and powerful. 
| We cannot, amidſt the evils with which we 
are afflicted, ſufficiently accuſtom ourſelves 

to conſider the object for which they have 
been incurred. It is not only the opinion of 
thoſe, _ whoſe | declarations and conduct are 
uſually regarded with a jealous eye, but it is 
alſo, we may affirm, the general ſenſe of the 
country, that upon the ſpirit that was mani- 

feſted and the exertions that were uſed in the 

| preſent conteſt, all our religious and civil 

b bleſſings depended, With the grand deter- 
mination to preſerve theſe againſt the en- 
6 croachments or aſſaults of infidelity and ſedi- 
tion, it was thought neceſſary, as I have 
before remarked, to ſubmit to partial and 
temporary diſtreſſes. But, thou gh the nation 
conſidered ſuch an object to be worthy of 
every ſacrifice, it's humanity has not been in- 
ſenſible to the ſeverity of the alternative; — 


i and prompted no leſs by a concern for it's 


common 3 


„ 
common afflictions than · by the regard which 
all men naturally have to their own comfort, 
it has long watched, with the deepeſt anxicty, | 
for a termination of the conflict. Such ap- 


pears to be, in a peculiar degree, the temper 
of the country at the preſent day. Circum. 
ſtances have occurred which have given to 
theſe feelings additional prevalence : and ardour, 
The danger with which we were, at one pe- 
riod threatened, from the traiterous combina. | 
tion of foreign and domeſtic foes i is, thanks be 
to God! conſiderably diminiſhed ; and as the 
eyes of men ſeem more and more open to the I 
fallacy and wickedneſs of thoſe. principles 
5 which, with ſo much induſtry, theſe foes have 
laboured to diſſeminate, and the apprehenſion I 
of which formed one principal ground of the 
conteſt, we now look, with better hopes than 
we have often cheriſhed, to the eſtabliſhment, 
at no very diſtant period, of peace. The AC 

| compliſhment of this deſirable event reſts ul- 
timately upon the will of Providence. But 


the general ſenſe of a people will not in this, 


nor 


( "RE 
nor can it, with permanent ſucceſs, be in any 
country, oppoſed by it's rulers :—and we 
have every aſſurance, which experience and 
the nature of things can give, that whenever 
circumſtances ſhall f ully juſtify the belief that 
tranquillity can be reſtored upon the firm 
foundation of ſecurity and honour, — the qpr 
portunity will not be 2 by our own. _ 


In, the mean time, * us fairly reflect ; 
whether, amidſt all our diſtreſſes, we have 
not many ſources of alleviation. he In men- 
tioning. theſe, 1 would not be thou ght to 
throw a cold and ſuperficial regard upon 
thoſe. fore. and heavy calamities with which | 
the preſent war has afflicted ſo many families 
in this country. While we. indulge in the 
feelings of national pride, which the con- 
templation of thoſe ſpirited. and brilliant at- 
chievements, performed in the courſe of it, 
ſo juſtly excites, I cannot forget that our 
triumphs have been purchaſed by facrifices, 
for which nothing that humanity can offer, - 
can 


3 
can be deemed an adequate conſolation. "The 
Joſs of fathers, of brethren, of huſbands and 
of children who have fallen in the ſervice of 
their country can, in reſpect to rfelf, „ be only | 
alleviated by the pious reſignation, and the | 
religious hopes of their furvivors. Their 
wounded affetions muſt lock to God, not to | 
man, for comfort. As far, however, as the 


I hand of national aſſiſtance was neceſſary, or 
could be ſerviceable to them, it has not been 

| withheld. The merits of our brave departed 
countrymen have been liberally acknowledged 
In the ſupport which has been given to their 
deſtitute and helpleſs families ; and it will 15 
doubt not, be a conſoling and a proud reflec- } 
tion to thoſe who now ſtand, or may here- 
after ſtand, in a ſimilar poſt af danger, that 
they fight for a country which is grateful for 
their ſervices, and that, whatever may befal | 
them—the wife and children of mand affections A 


will not be forſaken, 


(7) 


If we regard the ſupport and the comfort 


of the poorer orders of the community, under | 
the loſſes and afflictions which they are 
doomed more particularly to ſuſtain in the 
ſaſon of war, this, it will be allowed, is 
no inconſiderable alleviation of it's evils ; and 
it 1s an inſtance, I believe, of national hu- 


manity and gratitude which is, in a great | 
meaſure, peculiar to our own country. 


There are alſo ſome points, in which the 
nation in general ſeems to be particularly 
relieved, and for which it is indebted, | in a 

no leſs eminent degree, to the equity and 
: wiſdom of the Legiſlature. I allude to the 
diviſion of the public burdens. Theſe bur- 
dens have, with few exceptions, | and thoſe 

perhaps inſeparable from the caſe, been im- 
poſed, after mature conſideration and expe- 
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rience, with ſo juſt a regard to the circum- 


ſtances of every individual, as to have con- 


fiderably leflened their wei ight. We may 
even take the matter in a hi igher point of 
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 view—and diveſting ourſelves, for a time, of 
thoſe feelings, by which, in conſidering this 
fubject, we are apt to be influenced, reflect, 
Whether the hardſhips of which we fo fre. 
quently complain, are not, with reſpect to a 
large portion of the community,” an adyan- 
tage and a bleſſing. In conſequence of the 
great increaſe and extenſive diffuſion of riches, 
we were making a rapid progreſs towards 
that ſummit of luxury and vice, in which, 
every people who were devoted to them, have 
found their ruin. This licentious ſpirit had 
acquired indeed fo high an aſcendency i in this } 
country, and was ſo much encouraged by the 
above cauſe, that a taxation of unexampled 
amount has been unequal to the ſuppreſſion 
of it. But, though theſe impoſitions have 
not been attended with all the effect which 
could have been wiſhed, they muſt neceſſarily 


| have been attended with ome. They Tive, | 


at leaſt, it may be apprehended, had the im- 
5 portant effect of checking the courſe of lux- 


ury in thoſe, whoſe circumſtances had barely 
enghles 


cw) 


enabled them to indulge in'it ; and, they ap- 5 
pear alſo, in ſpite of numerous and great ex- 


ceptions, to have given a ſerious and ſober 
complexion to the general cxconomy of do- 
meſtic life. In eſtimating, therefore, t the 


hardſhips which they may have occaſioned to 


individuals, it is our duty to compare theſe 


with the benefits of which they have, in an 
equal proportion perhaps, though in a dil f 
ferent point of view, been productive to the 5 


community at large. FR 


Such is the view in n which it is proper to 
conſider the operation of the Public Burdens - 
upon moſt orders of the ſtate. There I». 
however, it muſt be confeſſed, many indi- 

viduals, within their reach, upon whom, in ; 

the preſent times, they cannot be ſo juſtly re- 
garded in the light of a wholeſome reſtraint, 5 

as of a real hardſhip and there are many 
nore without their reach, whoſe ſituation 3 
would, without ſome aſſiſtance, be truly ca- 
kmitous. From whatever cauſe this circum | 
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: merely for occaſional alleviation—but for a 
by it may reſt aſſured that ſuch a plan, will, 


riod of time, adopted. It was never the cha- 
racter of this country to be inſenſible to the 
« diſtreſſes of it's poorer orders—and they have 
5 long occupied, and, until the evil be removed, 
they will continue to occupy, the moſt ſerious 
conſideration of it's national councils.—With 
this perſuaſion, Tet them accept, with thank- 
; fulneſs, the aſſiſtance Which the benevolence 
- of © individuals' and their reſpective pariſhes 
may at preſent afford them, and look forward, : 
with hope and cheerfulneſs, to better times, 
: Above all things, we would deprecate the 

: idea of their attempting to redreſs their own 

| E grievances. They muſt, in all caſes, be the 
| worſt of lawgivers, becauſe (how confident 


can have no ſufficient knowledge of the 
ſources from which Sel: diſtreſſes proceel, 


| Nance may ariſe, it Heeg calls, not 


general plan of relief, and thoſe who ſuffer 


in ſome ſhape or other, be, at no diſtant pe- 


ſoever their paſſions may make them) they 


and 
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their interference, accordingly, has, as might 
be expected, always terminated in miſchief 
and diſgrace. We have of late had ſome un- 
happy inſtances of this mutinous diſpoſition, 
but (thanks to the exertions of that reſpect- 
able body of men, of which 1 have before ; 

| ſpoken!) the inſtigators of it are,” by this f 

time, we may hope, convinced of its guilt 

and folly. I truſt and believe that, ſenſible 
of it's incalculable danger, our Protectors 

will, on every future emergency upon Which 
their interpoſition may be wanting, diſplay a 
ſimilar ſpirit and that the poorer part of our 
countrymen, who have had the merit of ſub- 
mitting to their hardſhips with modefty and 
patience, and of whom, it muſt, in juſtice, 


be ſaid, the number is very great 


— will re- 
gard them, (as doubt not they will) not as 
the Creatures of Deſpotiſm, ore as the proud 
and ſelfiſh men of the earth retained or ws 
tereſted to oppreſs the lower orders but as 
men, who compoſe the heart of their country, 
Who feel for their ir fellow-countrymen' the af 


fection 


an all our anxieties, it is to God that we 


(WI 
feRion of brethren, and whom nothing but 
oO concern for their common ſecurity could 
have reconciled to the idea of arming againſt l 


Becoming, however, as theſe ſentiments of 
moderation, reſpect, and gratitude are, they 
are not the only, nor the moſt important ſen. * 
timents, which, in times of difficulty and 
; peril, it is our duty to entertain. Under 
the preſſure of want, or the apprehen- | 
ſion of danger. under all our misfortunes 


7 muſt ultimately look for aſſiſtance and protec- | 
tion. N Paul 1 may plant, and Apollo N 
1 may water, it | is He indy! chat ia can 1855 the Ml 

„ increaſe,” ” | 


As there 1 never was a period * the im- 
portance of theſe religious impreſſions was 
greater than the preſent, ſo there never was 2 

5 country which had greater encouragement for 
entertaining them than our own. When we 

2 i reflec , 


{9.3 
eflect indeed, on the invaluable blef ings it 


ajoys under a kind Providence, we cannot 


ut condemn, in the ſtrongeſt terms, the 1 un- 
raſonableneſs, the weakneſs, and the ingra- 
itude of that deſponding temper, which, in 
temporary ſeaſon of difficulty and diftreſs, 


has betrayed. itſelf in ſo many of our coun- 


ymen. Not to mention thoſe fignal proofs 5 


of the Divine Favour which it has experi- 


enced in former ages—in that wonderful deli- 
yerance, more ef pecially, from the machina- 


tions of religious fanaticiſm which the pre- 


ſent ſeaſon recalls to our recolle@ion—in the 


daracteriſtic mildneſs of its government both 


in Church and State, amidſt ſurrounding 35 


bigotry and oppreſſion—and in the peaceful 


termination and happy reſult of it's various 
domeſtic troubles—not to mention theſe and 
many other bleſſings with which, as a nation, : 
we have, in paſt ages, ſo peculiarly been fa- ; 
voured—we ſeem, with reſpect to the grand 
ſources of national proſperity, to have every 
ng, 
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. 
thing, at che preſent period, which 1 
cur to make a people happy. We have 2 
conſtitution, which, founded as in all eſſen- tan 
| tial particulars it is, upon the principles of 


liberty and juſtice, ſecurely and permanently | 
provides for the good « of thoſe who live under 
it. We have a King upon the throne, of Wl 
l whoſe character, reſpecl for the freedom and 
| privileges of the ſubject forms a prominent | 
feature—and we have a Religion, which, 
diveſted of every hurtf ul ſuperſtition, aud 
conformable with the purity of the Goſpel, 
ſeems calculated, above all others, to have I 
the happieſt influence upon the minds and 
conduct of it's members. It is true, indeed, 3 
| that theſe fundamental bleſſ ings do not neceſ. 
ſarily enſure the uninterrupted enjoyment of 
all others, but they are the beſt ſecurity a 
nation can have for them, and even where 
= their efficacy fails, they may be eſteemed a | 
| moſt important proof that it is not forſaken 
by the Almighty. „ 
„ Wich 


T 25 * 
With the pious confidence, then, of Chriſ. 


tans, who have experienced, in ſo ſingular a 


degree, the goodneſs of Providence, let us, 


my brethren, look forward to the future. 
God only knows how the awful ſcene which 
is now paſling in the world will cloſe. It I. 
a ſubject, to every human eye, veiled i in im- 
penetrable myſtery. 7 is our duty to hope 
that the crimes of which it has been ſo fruit- 
ful may be repented of and forgiven, and 
hat it may terminate happily for our brethren 3 
in general of mankind. For our own part, 


if we look to the ſituation i in which we ſtand = 


after our long and ſevere ſtruggles, and to 
our hereditary and eſtabliſhed bleflings, we 
have no cauſe for deſpair. All that we have 
to do is to act, in our ſeveral capacities, as ” 
our beſt principles ſhall direct, and cheerfully 
leave the reſt to Heaven. Our confidence, Ws 


ve may rely upon it, will not be miſplaced. 85 


In a national, as well as an individual view, 28 


| the Almi ghty has ever proved, and ever will . 


D 


— 


. prove 


prove himſelf to thoſe who are deſerving of hi 
Protection, 178 Rock, a Fortreſs, and a Du. 
** liverer ; a God, and a ſtrength, in whon 
© they may cruſt, We 


— I td 9 * 
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